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INTRODUCTIONS & SESSION TOPICS

PRESENTERS:

Á Mike Middleton - Governing Board Chair-Elect for ELPA21@UCLA

Director, Select Assessments & Business Enterprises, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Olympia, WA

Á Margaret Ho - Manager, Member Support & Outreach for ELPA21@UCLA

TODAYõS TOPICS:

Á English Language Proficiency Standards 

Á Assessment system to measure the new ELP Standards

Á State accountability under ESSA, new directions



ELPA21@UCLA

The English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century (ELPA21) is a 

member-supported program housed at the National Center for Research on Evaluation, 

Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST) at the University of California, Los Angeles.

ELPA21 was started in 2013 through a federal Enhanced Assessment Grant to develop 

an assessment system that incorporates the latest understanding of language 

development to support students and educators. 

This assessment system was developed by states for states ðand this dynamic will 

continue as it ensures state guidance for educators and provides members with a 

secure place to network, problem-solve, and learn from one another. 



ELPA21.ORG



NEW COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY STANDARDS 

ÁSignal an upward shift in knowledge, skills, and abilities that students must develop

Á Increase language demands across content areas

Á Identify specific language and analytical practices students need to perform





OLD PARADIGM
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Mostly  

vocabulary ,
grammar



NEW PARADIGM
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Discourse
Text (complex text)

Explanation
Argumentation

Purpose
Typical structure of text

Sentence structures

ǧVocabulary

practices

Content Language
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In Spring 2013, the CCSSO 

(Council of Chief State 

School Officers) 

commissioned the 

standards work to be done 

by WestEd and the ELPA21 

Consortium.

Who developed the New ELP Standards?




